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Hungry Horse Dam  

Full Pool 1954 

23,750 acres flooded 

35 miles of SF Flathead 

43 miles of tributary 



Full Pool 1974: 32,950 acres 

32,950 acres flooded 

52 river miles 

49 tributary miles 

Libby Dam 

Full Pool 1974  



1980 Act 

Pacific Northwest Electric Power 

Planning and Conservation Act 



1981 

Recommendations 

Prepared By: 

MT FWP & 

CSKT 

Committee:  

BIA, MPC, PP&L, 

BOR, ACOE, 

USFWS, WMTG&T 



1984 Loss 

Statement 

MFWP Finalized 

losses for:        .  

Hungry Horse 

Libby 

Noxon Rapids 

Cabinet Gorge 

  



1985 Plan 

MFWP Finalized 

Mitigation Plans: 

Hungry Horse 

Libby 

Proposed to mitigate 

for 100% of C&I 

losses 



1986 MT Proposal to NPCC 

MT – Costs @ $40-$75 Million 

 

PNUCC – Costs Unreasonable 

 

Council – Negotiate Agreement? 



1986 Montana Negotiations 

PARTICIPANTS 

MFWP, BPA, NPPC, USFWS, GNP 

ACOE (N Pacific Div. & Seattle Dist. 

USFS (FNF & KNF) 

PNUCC (WMG&T, MPC CFAC) 

TNC, FLT 



1986 Joint Recommendations 

FWP and PNUCC jointly submit the 

Montana wildlife mitigation plan  

Plan covers deer, elk, sheep, grizzly 

bear, bald eagle, CSTG, otter, 

marten/OG, waterfowl 

Propose a trust fund < $16 million 



Council Adopts 

modified plans 

Hydropower 

allocation 

Can’t approve 

trust fund 

approach, but 

supported 

concept 

1987 

Program 



 

WILDLIFE MITIGATION 

AGREEMENT FOR LIBBY AND 

HUNGRY HORSE DAMS 

 

between the 

 

BONNEVILLE POWER 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

and the 

 

STATE OF MONTANA 

 

December 21, 1988 

 

1988 Settlement 



Term of 60 years 

$12.5 million to MT >$8 M 30 yrs 

Mitigation to MT 

Limited indemnity to BPA 

1-to-1 crediting 

Wildlife Mitigation Advisory Comm. 

1988 Settlement 

C&I losses in 1984 loss statements 



1988 Settlement 

Wildlife Mitigation Advisory Committee 

Members to Include 

MFWP BPA 

NPCC PNUCC 

USFWS CSKT 

USFS WMG&T 

MECA BOR 

ACOE Others? 



Types of Projects 

19% 

78% 

3% 

1% 

Enhance

CE

Fee

Exchange

230,000 Acres 



Conservation Easements 

4 Projects 

159,800 Acres 

$6.2 Million ($39/ac) 



Swan Valley CE 

16,500 Acres 



Swan Valley, MLP 80,000 Acres 



Habitat Enhancements 

21 Projects 

41,000 Acres 

$1.9 Million ($46/ac) 



Example: Enhancing Big 

Game Winter Ranges 



Habitat Acquisitions 

15 Projects 
      (4 pre-trust fund) 

6,900 Acres 

$2.5 Million ($370/ac) 



River-2-Lake 

Initiative 



Land Exchange 

2 Projects 

1,524 Acres 

$172,462 ($113/ac) 



Land Trust Partnerships 

104 Conservation Easements 

21,100 Acres 

$568,300 ($28/ac) 



Past Monitoring 

x location-date snow water equivalent (LDSWE) 
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Ongoing Monitoring 

• Weed Management 

• Grazing Easements 

• Wildlife Inventory 

• Restoration 

• Management Plans 
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Accomplishments 

Total Losses  

Project 

Acres 
Habitat Unit Hydro Full 

Riparian/Wetland 14,488 18,600 18,973 

Palouse Prairie & Ag 1,251 1,583 7,865 

Upland Forest 27,953 36,022 203,646 

Total 43,692 56,205 230,484 



Current Montana 

Program 

We have mitigated C&I losses: 

   Maintain past projects 

   Additional partnerships to benefit 

Wetlands Bighorn Sheep 

Furbearers Grizzly Bears 

Grasslands/Columbian Sharptails 



Implementation 

6,753 2,445 1,094 2,347 5,224 

153,148 

17,098 12,468 
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Funding Partners 

 $-

 $5,000,000

 $10,000,000

 $15,000,000

 $20,000,000

 $25,000,000

 $30,000,000

 $35,000,000

Forest
Service

BPA USFWS HCP Other MT Trust

 $31,645,956   $33,547,016  

 $18,890,956  

 $22,800,842  

 $8,114,091  

$115 Million 



Trust Fund was a calculated risk 

But it worked 

Provides ongoing O&M funding 
Continued partnership opportunities 

Summary 



Where Do We Go From Here? 



Continued Partnerships & O/M 



Kootenai River Operational 

Impacts 

Kootenai Tribe of  Idaho. 

and 

Montana Fish Wildlife & 

Parks 

Funding provided by 


